PERSIAN   INDUSTRIES

confirmed cripples from rheumatism and other diseases.
From sitting so long in one position, while still of
tender years, amid such damp surroundings, their
little feet and hands become knotted and deformed.
They can no longer earn their daily bread, so perforce
must help to swell the great multitude of beggars
who throng the streets and bazaars of Kerman.

I once saw a little girl about seven years; old
sitting by the roadside just outside our house. On
asking her why she was sitting there all alone, her
reply was, "Mother sent me to my wrork (carpet-
weaving), but my feet hurt me so, I can't walk."
She was waiting there whilst a companion in work
and sorrow ran to try and find some one who would
carry her friend to the workroom.

When we think of the sufferings of these hundreds
of poor innocent children, do not our hearts ache with
sadness for them ? Surely the " Cry of the Children "
of Kerman will go up to God, and He will have
mercy.

In the meantime, because people want cheap
Persian carpets, these little martyrs must be willing
to sacrifice childhood's happy days, health, aye, and
often life itself, on the altar of cheapness.

Major (now Colonel) Phillott, then acting British
Consul in Kerman, was so horrified at what he saw of
the state of these little sufferers, that he determined
to start a loom of his own, employing men only to
do the weaving. This he accordingly did, finding, of
course, that the expense was enormous, as men's
wages were so much higher than the children's, and
also that they would not consent to such long hours.
So long as children are to be had for a mere nominal
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